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CALIFORNIL'S GaME BIRDS
ENJCY STHITR IN ALASKA

A notadle scarcity of such micratory wild
forl as ducks and sgeese occurred during the recent fell and winter flight
in a mumber of the vestern States, particularly in California. Sportsuen
and others interested in the congervation of our wiid life have expressed
alarm at this scercity, fearing that this indicates a permanent decrease in’
the numbere of these hirds.

The Biological Survey of the United States Department of Lgriculture
recalls, nowever, that there was a notably large northward flight of birds
in the spring of 1925, and that the situstion loolrs far more serious than it
igs. The warm winter on the coast of British Colunbla and scuthern slaska
is without parallel. o snow is reported below the 1,00C-fcot level in the
very region of southeastern flaska where a yvear ago deer were starving oving
to the heavy snowfall +hich buried their food.

Teleg“aphic reports to the Bilological Survey during the third wesk
of Janvary, 1926, showed an unprecedented number of ducks and gesse re-
mzining along the coast of southern Alaska and northern Britigh Coluabia.

An abundance of ducks and gzese has been noted as far north as the flats

about the mouths of the Copper and Berins Rivers.
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come reports of many ducks and geese on the flats near there, and the
Stikine River flats in nortuern British Columtia, are reported to be free
of snow and ice. A4 wireless dated Jamvery 22 from the Alaska Gome Cormis-
sion advised the Biological Survey that large mmbers of mallards and
thousands of geese were on the Stikine flats, a remarkable occurrence for
this time of the year.

The scarcity of birds in various parts of the West during the fall
and winter of 1925 and 1926 does noit necessarily mean a corresponding actual
decrease in the total number of the existing wild fowl. Mild fall and winter
weather in southern Canada and along the northern border of the United States
and the deficient rainfell in the West have caused erratic novements among
these birds, many of their usual haunts having been passed over by them

.
in the southward flight.

The fact that millions of birds are reported on some of the large
wintering grounds in the southern parts of the country is evidence that

vast mwbers of them have come down from the North.
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